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Thanks to generous supporters 
like you, the Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy has transformed some 
of the city’s most treasured park 
spaces, such as Schenley Plaza, the 
Frick Environmental Center, and the 
Highland Park Entry Garden.

Dear Friends, 

I can’t think of a better time 
to thank you for your ongoing 
support of our incredible parks 
than during the holiday season. 
There’s truly a touch of magic 
in the air this time of year as 
we spend time creating new 
memories with our loved ones. 

I recently felt an incredible sense 
of joy as I walked through our 
parks last week and reflected 
on all that we’ve accomplished 
with your help throughout the 
past 26 years. Because of you, 
the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy 
has transformed some of the 
city’s most treasured park spaces, 
such as Schenley Plaza, the Frick 
Environmental Center, and the 
Highland Park Entry Garden.

Your support has allowed us to 
invest more than $130 million to 

From Our Parks Family to Yours, Thank You.

restore and create safe, clean, 
and beautiful park spaces for 
thousands of children and adults 
to enjoy year-round.  

And as we soon embark on a 
new year, we will break ground 
on several capital improvement 
projects, continue our ongoing 
ecological restoration efforts, lead 
a robust environmental education 
curriculum, and host an extensive 
free recreational programming 
schedule — all because of YOU. 

I hope you enjoy reading 
more about the incredible 
impact you’ve made on our 
team members and supporters 
throughout the past 12 months 
on the next page. I was touched 
when hearing these personal 
stories and connections to our 
beloved parks.
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As another year ends, we would be 
remiss not to reflect on several endearing, 
rewarding, and memorable moments from 
our dedicated donors and passionate 
Parks Conservancy team members. 
Continue reading to learn more about the 
incredible impact your support makes on 
all who visit Pittsburgh’s parks. 

A Year to Remember

Reflections from the Reservoir 

“At the end of a long day, nothing beats a walk 
around the Highland Park reservoir for some 
reflection and a moment of gratitude. This year, 
we’ve also spent hours and hours on the trails 
in both Frick and Schenley Parks. Those miles in 
nature have created solace, healing, wonder and 
great joy. As we continue to explore our beautiful 
parks, we find that each one has its own special 
signature. We often refer to all these park assets as 
the ‘Crown Jewels of Pittsburgh.’ Supporting The 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, and all that they do, 
is an easy way give back to our larger community.” 

Diane Matway, Sustaining Donor 

A Tiny Forest Leaves a Legacy 

“My involvement in planting trees began 
when I read in a bulletin from Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy about planting a tree to honor 
or memorialize an individual. This made me 
realize that many of my friends and colleagues 
had passed away during the past year or two. I 
spoke with Mr. James Snow of the PPC about the 
possibility of planting multiple trees to memorialize 
those who had passed.

The PPC has planted a ‘tiny forest’ of restoration 
trees within an active urban reforestation area 
called Clayton Hill in Frick Park. These trees are a 
wonderful way to create a lasting legacy that will 
serve the community for years to come. The staff, 
particularly Zak Koval, have been very good at 
notifying the families of the memorials. My family 
and I enjoy visiting the ‘tiny forest’ and watching 
the trees mature.”

E.N. Myers, MD, Pittsburgh Parks Supporter 

The Duckweed Dilemma

“This summer was one of the most challenging 
and rewarding times during my nearly decade-
long career at the Parks Conservancy. My team 
and I tackled what we like to call the ‘Duckweed 
Dilemma’ that took over the Westinghouse 
Memorial Pond in Schenley Park. After weeks of 
manually working to remove the duckweed, our 
team finally ended this pesty problem without 
resorting to chemical treatments and potentially 
damaging the native plants and animals in the 
area. I can’t begin to tell you how proud I was of 
our team and how thankful we had the resources 
to address this complex issue because of our 
dedicated cohort of park donors.” 

Jaci Bruschi, Horticultural Project Manager 

A Moment to Celebrate

“I was fortunate to lead several capital 
improvement projects for the Conservancy 
throughout the past year. In September, we 
completed our latest project, which was the 
restoration of the Hartzell Monument in Allegheny 
Commons Park. Although this project may not 
have been our most extensive, it was certainly 
one that I’m most proud of, as it entailed restoring 
an actual piece of history in Pittsburgh’s oldest 
public park. After completing the project, we 
had a community celebration to honor the 
monument. It was a memorable day spent with 
park supporters, visitors, and my team members, 
and it is certainly a moment that I’ll never forget.” 

Brandon Riley, Capital Projects Manager

Bringing E-Parks to Life

“I’ve worked for the Parks Conservancy since 
2016 and always wanted to connect my passion 
for parks with my interest in video games. So, 
earlier this year, I launched a free public program 
in Schenley Plaza called E-Parks, thanks to our 
supporters who generously underwrite park 
programs annually. E-Parks welcomed visitors to 
Schenley Plaza during the evening hours, where 
we played various video games under the large 
tent while listening to music from a local DJ and 
connecting with the community. Making this 
program a reality was a highlight of my year, and 
I can’t wait to bring this back again next summer.”

Saul Wells, Senior Manager of Visitor Experience



Contact Zak Koval at zkoval@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275 ext. 240ENGAGE

Ben Brewer calls Observatory Hill home; he volunteers 

with the Trail Stewards at Riverview Park and is a Park 

Star like you.  

Ben is passionate about Riverview Park and spending 

time with his friends, family, and community.  

“My wife and I were married at the Riverview Park 

Activities Building, and now our kids are growing up 

there,” Ben explained. “Riverview is where I exercise or 

walk the baby at night to get him to sleep. We ride 

bikes in the park, go sledding, listen to live music, throw 

parties, explore the woods and look for animals. I love 

that we can be in the city and still raise our kids 

outdoors.” 

And according to Ben, the best thing about this 

magnificent park is the people who are in it. 

“Every time we go, we run into friends or neighbors, or 

we stop to talk to Ranger Nancy or meet new people 

on the playground,” Ben said. “The park brings people 

together. And it’s available to everyone.” 

Support Your Parks this Holiday Season 

Make a gift to support your parks, so they can continue to thrive 
and serve as welcoming spaces for all to enjoy year-round. 

Park Star Spotlight: Ben Brewer

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.

“I love that we can be in the city and still raise our kids outdoors.”

$25 

$75

$150

Other $

See enclosed envelope or visit pittsburghparks.org for more information. 

The Park Star program is made possible thanks to 
the generous support of Duquesne Light Company.

Not only does Ben enjoy visiting the park with his loved 

ones, but he also makes time to give back to the space 

that is like a second home to him. 

“We get together the last Saturday of every month to 

improve the trail network there,” Ben explained. “Sometimes 

that means building new trails, improving existing trails, or 

dealing with issues like weeds, fallen trees, or landslides. The 

goal is to create and maintain safe and fun trails for all users 

and encourage people to get out and enjoy the woods.”  

Plus, Ben recognizes that it takes all of us to care for and 

improve Pittsburgh’s incredible parks.  

“There’s a tremendous amount of work that goes into 

caring for our parks across the city — whether it’s individual 

volunteers pitching in, community organizations like the 

Parks Conservancy, or the Citiparks employees. Every little 

bit makes a difference, even if it’s just coming out one 

Saturday a year to help us on the trails at Riverview.” 

Thank you to Ben and supporters like 

YOU for making a difference daily in 

Pittsburgh’s parks. If you’d like to get 

involved with the Parks Conservancy’s 

“Park Stars” program, scan the QR, and 

a Parks Conservancy team member will 

contact you.


