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The project’s first step involved 
restoring the historic hand-hewn stone 
entry steps, retaining walls, and the 
overlooking terrace.

“Spaces for outdoor recreation are so 
important for the health and wellness of 
our communities.”  -- Catherine Qureshi, 
President and CEO, Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy. 

We’re thrilled to announce that 
the first phase of restoration work 
at Flagstaff Hill in Schenley Park is 
complete. The improvements will 
preserve the iconic site’s 
historical integrity while 
improving its ecological health. 

“The Conservancy was honored 
to help breathe new life into 
Flagstaff Hill in Schenley Park, 
thanks to the generosity of park 
supporters who made this project 
possible,” said Brandon Riley, 
Capital Projects Manager, 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy.

The project’s first step involved 
restoring the historic hand-hewn 
stone entry steps. Additionally, 
more than 500 feet of stone 
masonry walls were cleaned 
and restored, including the lower 
terrace and overlooking terrace, 
which serve as picturesque 
locations for weddings and 
celebrations.

First Phase of Flagstaff Hill 
Restoration Project is Complete

Work continues at the 18-acre site 
as the Parks Conservancy 
establishes two new entry 
gardens, including native woody 
shrubs and diverse plants. In the 
coming months, the project team 
will implement an ecological 
restoration planting program to 
ensure the environmental health 
of one of Schenley Park's oldest 
trees, so it may stand for 
generations to come. 

Future phases of the project 
include the reconstruction of the 
nearly one-third of a mile-long 
main pathway connecting the 
east and west entrances of the 
park and implementing the use of 
bioswales to help handle 
stormwater runoff.

Flagstaff Hill has always been a 
premier site in Pittsburgh, and 
these improvements will benefit all 
park visitors, thanks to supporters 
like you!

Contact Zak Koval at zkoval@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275 ext. 240ENGAGE

“He planned such a nice bike ride to introduce me to so much of the park 
and had planned stops along the way. We had a great and very open 
conversation, and he brought snacks for both of us,” Lauri explained. “We 
ended up having a beer at D’s adjacent to the park after the ride, and as I 
drove away, I realized I’d just fallen head over heels for him.”

Lauri and Mike married in 2021 and now own a home close to Frick Park, 
where they still love to bike and hike together. They’re there at least once 
weekly, and Lauri even takes walking meetings through the parks.

In addition, the couple gives back to the Parks Conservancy by supporting 
the upkeep and programs in Frick Park.

“Parks are important assets, and we appreciate having them available to 

us,” Lauri explained. “For obvious reasons, Frick is my favorite park.”

Give a Gift to Support Free Programs
Our programs are free because of you! Give a  gift and help 
underwrite programs in your parks, such as Kid's Day, yoga, 
Dance and Be Fit, and many more unique activities that are fun 
for all. Your donation will impact thousands of Pittsburghers who 
attend free programs in Pittsburgh’s parks annually.

A Lifetime of Adventures in Frick Park
Frick Park is one of Pittsburgh’s largest and most iconic parks, and a 
peaceful escape from the city with hundreds of acres of land. However, for 
Lauri Fink and Mike Gable, the park is much more than the wooded trails 
and the Frick Environmental Center — it’s also the birthplace of their 
relationship.

Lauri and Mike were colleagues and only knew one another through work. 
When they learned that they were both going through a divorce at the 
same time, Mike invited Lauri on a bike ride in Frick Park. Lauri didn’t know 
the park well and didn’t see the bike ride as a date, but she agreed to go 
as she thought it would be an excellent way to get to know someone who 
was at a similar place in life.

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.

Lauri and Mike married in 2021 and now 
own a home close to Frick Park, where they 
still love to bike and hike together.
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See enclosed envelope or 
call 412.682.7275 ext. 240 
for more information.

Did you know that when you give a gift 
to support your parks, you will receive 
early access to popular programs, 
timely news updates delivered 
directly to your inbox, exclusive event 
opportunities, and more? Stay tuned 
for future updates about how we are 
showing our appreciation for your 
generous support year-round!

P.S. Make sure you’re registered to 
receive periodic emails from the 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy! Email 
zkoval@pittsburghparks.org to enroll 
your email address or to ensure that 
your address on file is current. 

Exclusive Perks for 
Park Supporters!

Frick Park is one 
of Pittsburgh’s 
largest and most 
iconic parks, 
and a peaceful 
escape from the 
city with hundreds 
of acres of land.
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The Ellis School Gives Back 
through “Earth Cream” 
Fundraiser
The Ellis School’s Fourth Grade Team and Upper 
School Environment Club recently gave a gift to the 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy in honor of their Earth 
Day “Earth Cream” event. Students sold ice cream, 
cookies, and brownies, which generated $1,100 in 
proceeds to support the work of the Parks 
Conservancy. The 4th graders’ fundraising efforts will 
go towards planting trees and plants on Clayton Hill, a 
three-acre 
area in Frick Park’s woodland and home to Parks 
Conservancy’s ongoing ecological restoration project. 

The Ellis School is an all-girls PreK through 12 academy 
that is dedicated to developing its students’ 
commitment to making positive change in the world. 
In partnership with the Parks Conservancy, the Ellis 
School provides its students with the opportunity to 
participate in hands-on learning and conservation 
experiences in the parks through the Urban 
EcoStewards program and the Habitat Explorers 
Club. 

This partnership is designed to inspire Ellis School 
students to develop a love for nature and a sense 

You Make Lasting Educational 
Experiences in Pittsburgh’s 
Parks Possible
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy believes in the 
power of connecting children to nature at a young 
age. Year after year, the Parks Conservancy’s team 
of passionate educators, based out of the Frick 
Environmental Center, engage with thousands of 
Pittsburghers of all ages and backgrounds about the 
value of healthy habitats, urban ecosystems, and 
the relationship between humans and nature, 
thanks to supporters like you. 

Parks provide unique and unlimited opportunities for 
scientific inquiry, observation, wonder, creativity, 
exploration, and learning. The Conservancy’s vast 
array of educational programs encourage learners 
to participate in stewardship activities that improve 
their parks and communities. 

In 2021, our team of educators created unique 
opportunities to connect students with nature 
through in-person and virtual learning experiences. 
Throughout the school year, Parks Conservancy staff 
met with learners online, in the classroom, and in the 
parks through various partner programs at 20 local 
schools, including several new partners such as the 
Rochelle Street Head Start and Hazelwood Head 
Start program at the Council of Three Rivers 
American Indian Center (COTRAIC). With a steady 
annual enrollment of 1,200 students ranging from 
PreK through high school, the team’s multi-visit 
programs provided rich STEM-related content to 
further the connection between humans and nature.

Explore several highlights from our 2021 educational 
programs that you made possible!

2021 Educational Programs 
By The Numbers: 
# Students Engaged:
4,014 learners engaged with Parks 
Conservancy educators throughout the 
year. The team navigated pandemic-related 
restrictions while providing safe and fun 
programs for all ages. 

# Summer Camp Attendees:
190 students, ages 4-13 participated in 
1-week camps throughout the summer.

# Young Naturalist Participants:
10 students from seven different Pittsburgh-
area public schools spent five weeks 
working and learning in Pittsburgh’s parks 
and volunteering with the education team 
on various events across the city.

# Community Education Engagements:
696 programs were offered in and around 
August Wilson Park, including yoga in the 
park, summer camp enrichment activities, 
and The Black Market, a celebration of 
Black owned businesses. 

# Interns:
21 college interns provided more than 1,600 
hours of service, including developing a 
library of short nature videos for the Parks on 
the Go web page, teaching summer 
campers, staffing stations at Bump in the 
Night, and assisting with school partner 
programs. 

of responsibility regarding their 
impact on the environment. Some 
of the activities they participate 
in through the programs include 
exploring their local parks, 
engaging in stewardship activities, 
scientific experimentation through 
observing the natural world and 
helping restore the parks. Forest 
biodiversity and protecting the 
variety of plants and animals 
that make up the ecology of the 
woodland is a significant focus of 
these programs. 

Thank you so much to the Ellis 
School’s Fourth Grade Team and 
Upper School Environment Club 
for their generosity and passion 
for Pittsburgh’s parks.

The Ellis School’s 4th-grade students 
raised $1,100 to support Pittsburgh’s 
parks through their “Earth Cream” 
fundraiser.

In 2021, 190 students, ages 4-13, participated in 1-week 
camps throughout the summer.

Parks provide unique and unlimited opportunities 
for scientific inquiry, observation, wonder, creativity, 
exploration, and learning.

Students learn about forest 
biodiversity and protecting the 
variety of plants and animals 
that make up the ecology of the 
woodland during their visits to the 
Frick Environmental Center.


