Years of Parks
2021 Annual Report: A Year to Remember

A Letter from Catherine Qureshi
In 2021, we celebrated 25 years of the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy – an accomplishment
we were delighted to honor with our friends near and far. Through long-standing
partnerships, dedicated park patrons, and Pittsburgh’s philanthropic community, we’ve
accomplished so much together, not only in 2021 but throughout the past 25 years.
From completing the restoration of the Frick Park Gatehouse, our very first capital
improvement project – to welcoming the millionth visitor to Schenley Plaza – to restoring
the Patricia Regan Rooney Fountain in Pittsburgh’s oldest public park – we’ve certainly
made a lasting impact on Pittsburgh’s beloved public parks and green spaces.

Years of Leadership

As we reflect on our many milestones, we continue to remember that there’s much work
to be done to improve Pittsburgh’s park system to excellence. Since 1998, we’ve proudly
worked with our partners at the City of Pittsburgh to enhance Pittsburgh’s landscape.
Through our partnership, we’ve completed more than 23 capital improvement projects,
planted thousands of new trees and fresh flowers to strengthen our urban forest and
brighten Pittsburgh’s gardens, and provided educational programs to thousands of young
learners year after year.

Our Mission & Vision
Since its founding in December 1996, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
has believed in improving the quality of life for the people of Pittsburgh by
restoring the park system to excellence in partnership with the government
and the community. All projects and programs are conducted with respect for
the environment, historic design, and the needs of our diverse region. The
Conservancy has a wide appreciation and enjoyment of a sustainable park system
whose landscapes, facilities and programming set world standards of excellence.

Pittsburgh’s Future:
Goals For A Greener Pittsburgh
As the Conservancy embarks on the next 25 years, it’s setting new goals by
renewing its commitment to the community. Within the next decade, the
Conservancy hopes to:

I’m proud to inform you that we will continue working alongside our partners at the
City for years to come, as we’ve recently renewed our partnership, which will allow the
Conservancy to work in more parks than ever before in our 25-year history.

Protect and nurture Pittsburgh’s urban forest by performing year-round maintenance of the

The dedication from our supporters, volunteers, foundations, and community members
makes our mission possible. We are immensely grateful for their belief in our vision for
creating a better, more equitable parks system for all Pittsburghers.

deliver even more programming and cultivate a new cohort of park lovers.

While we look back at the successes from this past year, it’s more important than ever
to focus on a path forward. Over the next decade, the Conservancy looks forward
to making progress in meeting park needs, realizing park equity, and addressing
Pittsburghers’ priorities.

City’s green spaces while embarking on new horticultural and forestry initiatives.

Engage every community, forging new partnerships and strengthening existing ones to
Restore every Pittsburgh park to excellence, reducing capital project and

maintenance backlogs.

Become a global model for park equity by working to ensure all Pittsburghers have

access to safe, beautiful, quality parks that other cities aspire to replicate.

With gratitude,

Catherine Qureshi
President & CEO, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy

“In 2021, we celebrated
25 years of the Pittsburgh
Parks Conservancy – an
accomplishment we were
delighted to honor with our
friends near and far.”
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Ongoing Projects
Years of Parks for All
“We enjoyed the Parks Rx activities.
They motivated us to get outside
and visit different parks!”
– Hilltop Family Care Connection parent

2021 By the Numbers
17 Parks Rx Programs
423 Participants, including a new spring
wellness walk series and programs
geared toward parents with their
young children under age 2.
200 Park Prescription resource packets
delivered to local families
22 Community partners engaged

“The North Promenade
revitalization has expanded the
beauty and serenity of the Patricia
Regan Rooney Memorial Fountain,
demonstrating the possibility of
a completely restored park.”
- Mariana Whitmer, chairperson, Allegheny
Commons Initiative
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2021 Completed Projects
Allegheny Commons
North Promenade

The $1.1 million North Promenade
rehabilitation project restored the
Promenade to its historic 1935 path
pattern, including the 15-foot-wide
central Promenade along North Avenue
while removing unnecessary paths and
excess pavement. The first construction
phase encompassed the area between
the Patricia Regan Rooney Memorial
Fountain, formerly known as the
Northeast Fountain, and Federal Street.
New tree plantings feature a central allée
of canopy trees with various understory
trees flanking the lawn. In addition,
energy-efficient lighting was added as part
of the project. Historically appropriate
benches have also been installed along the
Promenade between the restored Patricia
Regan Rooney Memorial Fountain and
Federal Street. The second construction
phase will cover the area between Federal
Street and the George Washington
Memorial between North Avenue and
Arch Street.
Mellon Park Walled Garden Fountain

The Conservancy partnered with the City
of Pittsburgh and the Friends of Mellon
Park to restore the Mellon Park Walled
Garden Fountain, an important historic
asset to the East-End community. The

$438,240 project updated and modernized
the internal and external plumbing
and mechanical systems, restoring the
fountain to a fully operational state with
energy and water-efficient technologies.
The sculptural fountain was completely
restored, including a new structural
foundation, new fountain lighting, and the
cleaning and restoration of the stonework.
Forbes Avenue Gatehouse

Sitting next to the Fern Hollow Bridge
and signifying the trailhead for the North
and South Clayton trails, the Forbes
Avenue Gatehouse is one of the four
historic entrances designed by the famed
architect John Russell Pope. Unfortunately,
over the years, the gatehouse roof has
been damaged by multiple tree branch
strikes and has generally fallen into a state
of disrepair. Led by the Conservancy, this
$26,000 project included the installation
of new slate tiles, carefully sourced to
match the original slate tiles in color
and appearance, to restore the roof to its
original design.
Extensive structural repairs were also
made to the roof after a tree had fallen,
creating a large hole in the top of the
structure. Thanks to this improvement
project, this historic asset will now be
around for decades to come.

Flagstaff Hill Woodland Garden

Mellon Park Action Plan

Flagstaff Hill is not only an iconic
Pittsburgh destination that people of all
ages enjoy year-round, but it’s also the
site of the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s
most recent capital improvement project.
This popular landmark, directly opposite
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical
Gardens, attracts thousands of visitors
annually who enjoy its panoramic views
of the Oakland neighborhood and
city skyline.

Mellon Park is a centrally located,
signature community park, situated
at the intersection of six Pittsburgh
neighborhoods and directly accessible from
two of the City’s major transportation
corridors: Penn Avenue and Fifth Avenue.
The 33-acre park offers many historical,
cultural, and recreational opportunities
and serves a culturally and generationally
diverse population. The park is also
designated as a historical landscape
and arboretum.

The first step of the project is restoring
the historic hand-hewn stone entry steps,
retaining walls, and the overlooking
terrace. Following the restoration of
the historic masonry walls and stairs,
the project will also address pedestrian
barriers by reconstructing the dilapidated
main path connecting the east and west
entrances, where the Conservancy will
soon create new gardens.
The new entry gardens will frame the east
and west park entrances using a sustainable
native plant palette. In addition, bioswales
and green infrastructure, and a reduction
in impervious paving will help handle
stormwater runoff and mitigate erosion
issues that have plagued the site.
The project also includes the installation
of new park benches along the connecting
pathways, so visitors can enjoy a moment
of relaxation as they enjoy the stunning
views from Flagstaff Hill. Additionally, the
restored overlook terrace will be repaved
with permeable pavers to improve its use
as a space for individuals and small groups.

Led by the City of Pittsburgh and the
Conservancy’s Planning and Community
Engagement Team, the Action Plan
will serve as a road map to guide future
investments and capital projects in
Mellon Park. The Plan will create a
unifying vision for the park, addressing
community needs and equitable access to
the park, guided by community input. The
City of Pittsburgh and the Conservancy
will create the Plan through a thorough
community engagement process with
residents, park users, City partners, and
other stakeholders and agencies.
McKinley Park Chicken Hill

In 2016, the National Recreation and
Park Association (NRPA) and American
Planning Association (APA) awarded the
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy a $435,000
Great Urban Parks Campaign grant for
this improvement project, led by the City
of Pittsburgh, the Parks Conservancy, and
local contractors John Zottola Landscaping
Inc. and Go Supreme. While centered
around green infrastructure, the project
incorporated key community priorities
for upper McKinley Park, commonly
known as “Chicken Hill.” This
park improvement project
includes restored historical
sandstone stairs, a new pavilion
and gathering space with a builtin slide, a universally accessible
trail throughout the area, overlooks
made from reclaimed stone, and
benches made from the trees that
needed to be cut down on site.

In June, the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy announced an expanded
lineup of free events throughout the
summer and into the fall in Schenley

Plaza, Allegheny Commons, and August
Wilson Park. All summer programs and
events were free and open to the public.
This lineup included returning community
favorites, such as “Dance & Be Fit with
Roland Ford,” as well as all-new programs,
such as kickboxing and outdoor e-sports.
Year-after-year, the Parks Conservancy’s
Visitor Experience team works hard to
create a robust schedule of free programs
for people of all ages to enjoy while caring
for Schenley Plaza, Allegheny Commons,
Frick Environmental Center, Mellon
Square, and more year-round! In addition,
the team works endlessly to ensure that all
park visitors enjoy a memorable and fun
trip to their favorite park.

In the Community with Parks Rx

In 2015, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
launched Pittsburgh Parks Prescription
(Parks Rx), partnering with UPMC
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh (CHP)
and other community partners. Park
prescription programs typically are
evidence-based models developed by
health care providers to promote health
and wellness across all age groups. Health
care professionals counsel patients about
healthy lifestyle habits and give them a
park prescription for increasing their
activity level that includes information on
their local parks and recreation resources.
Pittsburgh Parks Rx goes beyond a
traditional park prescription program
because it also partners directly with local
schools, parent wellness committees, and
family-serving community organizations
through CHP’s Healthy Schools, Healthy
Out-of-School-Time, and Healthy Eating,
Active Living networks.
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Years of Environmental Education

Learning, Growing, and Exploring
Pittsburgh’s Largest Classrooms
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy believes in the power of
connecting children to nature at a young age. Year after year,
the Parks Conservancy’s team of passionate educators, based
out of the Frick Environmental Center, engage with thousands
of Pittsburghers of all ages and backgrounds about the value of
healthy habitats, urban ecosystems, and the relationship between
humans and nature.
Parks provide unique and unlimited opportunities for scientific
inquiry, observation, wonder, creativity, exploration, and learning.
The Conservancy’s vast array of educational programs encourage
learners to participate in stewardship activities that improve their
parks and communities.
As the education team navigated another year of the COVID-19
pandemic, they created unique opportunities to connect students
safely with nature through in-person and virtual learning
experiences. The Conservancy continued to meet learners online,
in the classroom, and in the parks throughout the calendar year
through various partner programs at 20 local schools, including
several new partners such as the Rochelle Street Head Start and
Hazelwood Head Start program at the Council of Three Rivers
American Indian Center (COTRAIC).
With a steady annual enrollment of 1,200 students ranging from
pre-kindergarten through high school, the team’s multi-visit
programs provided rich STEM-related content to further the
connection between humans and nature.

By The Numbers:

Digital learning continued with the development of materials
that allowed teachers and students to work with real-world
sustainability data from the Frick Environmental Center
Dashboard. The resource suite includes short videos, how-to
guides, and teacher-created lessons. Additionally, the team
continued content development resources for teachers, non-formal
educators, and others, highlighting the “From Slavery to Freedom
Garden” located at the Environmental Center, focusing on racial
equity in discussions of nature, history, and place. The team also
helped create the Outdoor Inclusion Coalition to further the
Pittsburgh-area discussion on equity in green spaces and create
a network of organizations dedicated to change.

unlimited
“ Parks provide unique and
ific inquiry,
opportunities for scient
ativity, exploration,
observation, wonder, cre
and learning.”

# Students Engaged: 4,014
More than double the number of students engaged in 2020, the
team learned how to navigate pandemic-related restrictions while
providing safe and fun programming for all ages.
# Summer Camp Attendees: 190
Campers ages 4-13 participated in 1-week camps throughtout
the summer.
# Young Naturalist Participants: 10
Students from seven different Pittsburgh-area public schools
spent five weeks working and learning in Pittsburgh’s parks and
volunteering with the education team on various events such as
Run Around the Square and Bump in the Night.
# Community Education Engagements: 696
Programs were offered in and around August Wilson Park,
including yoga in the park, summer camp enrichment activities,
and The Black Market, a celebration of Black owned businessses.
# Interns: 21
College interns provided more than 1,600 hours of service,
including developing a library of short nature videos for the Parks
on the Go webpage, teaching summer campers, staffing stations at
Bump in the Night, and assisting with school partner programs.
Total contact hours- 4,300

“My job as a naturalist is to help people from all over
Pittsburgh connect with the fauna, flora, and fungi whom
we share our city with. To me, the biggest impact of
my work is connecting with people and being a part of
perspective-changing or eye-opening moments. Whether
that happens with middle-school students who trust me
to take them on their first exploration of a stream or forest,
or with adults on hikes, I live for the ‘wow’ moments that
happen while teaching and learning outside. My hope is
that by sharing my compassion and curiosity, I can inspire
others to view even the parts of nature we’ve been raised
to fear in a different light.”
- Stephen Bucklin, Naturalist Educator
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The Roots Society
Membership in The Roots Giving Society is as

Years of Stewardship

vital to the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s

2021 Crown Supporters

Throughout the calendar year, the
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy celebrated
25 years of improving, maintaining, and
caring for the parks Pittsburghers know
and love. On Thursday, September 30, the
Parks Conservancy kicked off a weekendlong celebration to honor the milestone
anniversary in Schenley Plaza. The evening
event welcomed the dedicated group
of park patrons who received the Mary
Schenley Medal for Park Stewardship,
awarded every five years to honorees who
have made substantial contributions to the
restoration of Pittsburgh’s parks, past and
present Conservancy employees, board
members, local officials, and friends from
across the city.

Gabriela & David Porges · Jim Spencer &
Michael Lin · Nick & Kristin Varischetti

The five honorees of the Mary Schenley
Medal for Parks Stewardship included:

existence as the life-giving roots of your
favorite park tree. Members of The Roots
contribute an annual unrestricted gift to
the Parks Conservancy of $1,996 or more
in honor of the year the organization
was founded. This generous support
for Pittsburgh’s parks is the foundation
upon which all of our work is made
possible. Contributions made through
The Roots Giving Society go towards
park planning, maintenance, community
engagement, and fundraising efforts for
the Conservancy.
Honorary Chairs

Meg and George Cheever

Picnic in Your Park
On Sunday, June 6, many of our closest friends joined us for our second annual Picnic
in Your Park event, presented by PNC, where we celebrated the power of parks in
Schenley Park. Picnic in Your Park once again provided park enthusiasts the opportunity
to support their cherished green spaces by enjoying a physically distanced picnic in their
favorite park or from the comfort of their own backyard. This year, we introduced
refreshed meal options, live entertainment, blossoms to-go, and a new ticket tier offering
a delicious charcuterie board! This year’s event raised $487,000 in revenue and sold
275 baskets. These vital funds will support ongoing free educational programs for people
of all ages, increased maintenance for various park sites, and general operating costs to
continue the mission of restoring Pittsburgh’s park system to excellence.
“Parks belong to all of us.
I am often
overwhelmed with gratitu
de for our parks. The
story of Ms. Frick, who told
her father that she
wished for him to donate
a portion of their
property as a park for the
public as her coming
out gift, still almost moves
me to tears. Some
of us are fortunate enough
to travel or to have
yards to play in or other
safe environments to sit
outdoors and read a boo
k. Our beautiful parks
are earthly delights that
are available to all.
That’s what I call a treasur
e.”

- Linda Haddad, Park Visit

or

Making Your
Parks Shine

2021 Bough Supporters

David & Wendy Barensfeld · Dan & Debby
Booker · Chip Burke & Carole King ·
Jack & Joan Diederich · Chris & Dawn
Fleischner · Robert M. Hernandez &
Karen L. Blumen · David & Lilla Hillman
· Robert Levin & Kerry Bron · Katie &
David McSorley · Sandy & Gene O’Sullivan
· Bill & Helana Pietragallo · J. Preston
Levis Charitable Foundation · Bill & Lieba
Rudolph · Colleen & Henry Simonds ·
Marguerite Standish
2021 Foliage Supporters

Peter Bird · Marian & Bruce Block · Suzy &
Jim Broadhurst · Linda B. Burke · Barbara
& Jerry Chait · Bill & Debbie Demchak ·
Abigail & Michael Foster · Rebecca Foster
& Mike Kazar · Matthew Gleason & Dr.
Alayna Butcher · Patrick A. Gray · Dan
& Vicki Holthaus · Mark & Erikka Jones
· Brian & Polly Mullins · Dr. Mildred S.
Myers · Maurice & Nancy Nernberg · Dick
& Jan Pagliari · Daniel & Lauren Resnick
· Fred & Maryann Steward · Harry & Jane
Thompson · Bill & Jane Valenta · Mr.
and Mrs. R. Dell Ziegler ·Maris & Robert
Dauer · Pete Lehmann & Ann Valdes

Vivian & Bill Benter
Debby & Dan Booker
n The Ryan Memorial Foundation
n Elizabeth & Joseph Seamans
n Silvia & Alexander Speyer, III
n
n

2021 Board of Directors

Alan Ackerman
Jonathan Allen
Nicole Bagnell Snyder
Terri Baltimore
Tom Barbush
Ritchie Battle
Kinsey Casey, Mayor’s Representative
Ross Chapman, ex officio
Meg Cheever, director emeritus
Adam Causgrove
Danielle Crumrine
Andrew Dash, ex officio
Maris Dauer
Talia DePasquale
Abigail Foster
Rebecca Foster
Elise Frick
Nicholas Gianaris
Matthew Gleason
Robert M. Hernandez
David McL. Hillman
Chris Hornstein, ex officio
Dan Holthaus, Board Treasurer
Ralph Horgan

Harry Johnson, II
Mark A. Jones
Robert Levin
Walter Lewis
Michael Lyons, Board Chair
Katie Welsh McSorley
Inez Miles
Therese Dillman Moss
Brian Mullins
Mildred S. Myers, Board Vice Chair
Jean E. Novak
Brad Palmisiano
Michael A. Pavlick
Mayor William Peduto, ex officio
William Pietragallo, II
Gabriela Porges
Catherine Qureshi, ex officio
Christine Raetsch
William C. Rudolph
Amosizinna Scott
James Spencer, Board Secretary
Paul Supowitz
Grace Tan
Randy Walsh
Reverend Leeann Younger

Their support has helped to create and
sustain the Conservancy’s public interest
partnership with the City of Pittsburgh,
which has become a national model
for parks.
Following the Thursday celebration,
on the evenings of October 1 and 2,
2021, the Conservancy continued the
25th anniversary celebration with our
largest ever public event. Throughout
the weekend, thousands of Pittsburghers
gathered at six park locations, including
Allegheny Commons Park, August Wilson
Park, the Frick Environmental Center,
Mellon Park, McKinley Park, and Schenley
Plaza to honor this spectacular milestone.
To mark the occasion, the Parks
Conservancy, in partnership with LUXE
Creative, installed immersive and inclusive
lighting installations at each of these
spaces, and hosted an array block parties
for park neighbors and visits to enjoy!
Making Your Parks Shine was made
possible, thanks to the generous support of
PNC and UPMC Health Plan.
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Years of Sustainable Spaces

Ecological Restoration
in Pittsburgh’s Parks
Created in 2005 and named a regional park in 2007, Emerald
View Park has undergone a remarkable transformation over the
years. The park was once plagued with illegal dumping; cars,
tires, and even parts of demolished buildings were discarded
on the steeply sloping hills. Today, Emerald View Park visitors
find winding trails, wooded hillsides, and surprise vistas cared
for and maintained by the City of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh
Parks Conservancy.
In 2021, the Parks Conservancy’s Horticulture and Forestry team
broke ground on a new view-shed restoration site in the park that
includes four separate “exclosures” and 152 new restoration trees
and shrubs.
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Restoration Ga

For the past 25 years, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s
Horticulture and Forestry team has worked to beautify
Pittsburgh’s parks by maintaining the bountiful garden beds,
restoring the urban forest, and creating a more resilient tree
canopy. In 2021, this dedicated team cared for 2,392,000 square
feet of parkland, which equates to nearly 55 acres!
From planting new flower buds and tree seedlings to researching tree cultivars that will
flourish in Pittsburgh’s climate, the Parks Conservancy’s team emphasizes the importance
of a robust urban forest at the forefront of its work.

A Living Laboratory Thrives
in Schenley Park
In 2021, the Conservancy’s Horticulture and Forestry team focused its efforts on the
continuation of the Schenley Park Tree Research Grove, otherwise known as “Fezziwig
Grove.” A living tree laboratory in Schenley Park, this research project will soon house
nearly 600 trees cared for by the Conservancy. Thanks to a generous donation from
Conservancy supporters, Dr. Tor Richter and Karen Esch, this project is possible.
In mid-November of 2019, the Parks Conservancy’s Horticulture and Forestry team
planted 100 yellowwood trees in the research grove. Since then, the team had recorded
when the trees began to break bud and then formed. This year, the team identified the
genotypes that have prospered, which will be a better species for growth in the region.
In addition, this single study will help inform and identify other genetically diverse tree
species that can better adapt to a changing climate and thrive in Pittsburgh.
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Nearby, and with the help of corporate volunteers, the team
completed a challenging hillside restoration project in McKinley
Park. Throughout five volunteer events and several staff workdays,
the team cleared the hillside of invasive and weedy species,
removed old landscape fabric, and filled the area with natural
berms to slow erosion. Additionally, volunteers and team members
planted 320 native perennials and 94 deer-resistant shrubs. The
team also spread more than 20 yards of woodchip mulch to restore
the aesthetics and ecological condition of the park’s perimeter.
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The Park Tree Fund
The summer of 2021 marked one of the
most challenging for the beloved trees
in Pittsburgh’s parks. Seasonal storms,
surging invasive pests, and contagious
ecological diseases pose a severe threat to
the health of Pittsburgh’s trees, which is
why the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
decided to take action and call upon their
most dedicated park supporters. The Parks
Conservancy established the Park Tree
Fund to plant new trees and care for the
older, more mature trees in the parks.
Gifts that are given to the Park Tree Fund
go directly towards:
n

n

n

n

Treating and inoculating at-risk
species against existing pests and disease.
Caring for existing mature trees
with seasonal pruning, watering,
and mulching.
Researching tree species that will thrive
in our changing environment.
Planting new trees in areas of need.

Finally, and arguably one of the most well-known restoration
projects of the year, took place in Frick Park’s Clayton Hill!
Excitement could be felt, and “herd,” far and wide as a group of
goats from Allegheny Goatscape returned to this heavily wooded
area of the park to continue their assignment of removing
invasive species.
Additionally, the team restored the herbaceous understory within
areas protected from deer browsing by transplanting 141 native
perennial species from other garden sources throughout the park
system. More than 260 native trees and shrubs were added to these
protected sites. The team constructed the third addition of deer
fencing to the Clayton Hill project to complete the year, adding
nearly one acre to the restoration area!
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Years by the Numbers

Digital Engagement
At the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, we believe in the
power of connecting Pittsburghers to parks. Whether park
patrons are exploring their parks in person or through their
smartphones, Pittsburgh’s parks are the heart and soul of
our communities.
The advancement of digital media allowed the Parks
Conservancy to connect with more park lovers than ever
before. Even when we stayed apart to keep one another safe
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we remained connected
and social through digital media.

432,353

Website View
s

176,673

Website User
s

17,324

Facebook Fo
llowers

22,100

21,200

Twitter Follow
ers

4,145,851

Total Social M
edia Impres
sions

122,838

Total Engage
ments

Instagram Fo
llowers

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
invests in thousands of free, accessible,
and inclusive programs annually.
From #HillYoga in August Wilson Park
to Kids Days in Schenley Plaza, the
Parks Conservancy continuously
creates programs and events for all
to enjoy. Not only did the Conservancy

host thousands of Pittsburghers at various
events and programs throughout the
calendar year, but they also worked with
hundreds of dedicated volunteers who
contributed countless hours of valuable
work to the betterment of Pittsburgh’s
park system.

l media
“The advancement of digita
ncy
allowed the Parks Conserva
lovers
to connect with more park
than ever before!”
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# Free Recreational Programs:
247 programs / 13,224 attendees
# Volunteers and Total Volunteer Hours:
487 / 3,297 volunteer hours

Special Events
n

n

n

n

Picnic in Your Park:
275 Baskets Sold / $487,000 raised
Making Your Parks Shine:
5,000+ attendees / 30+ local
businesses supported
Juneteenth Concert:
140 attendees
# Individual Donors:
2,086

“ the Parks Conservancy
continuously creates
programs and events
for all to enjoy.”
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Years of Responsible Financials

Financial Overview
Throughout the past 25 years, the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
has raised more than $130 million for Pittsburgh’s park system.
Fiscal year 2021 consisted of the continuation of cost-cutting
measures initiated in FY2020 by COVID-19 to ensure financial
stability as the organization continued navigating the trials and
turbulations of the pandemic.

2021
Expenditure by Category

Permanently Restricted

Grants and Donations

Personnel

$1,020

$2,366,854

$2,958,348

Temporarily Restricted

Rental Income

$3,831,883

Administration

$276,278

$521,923

Unrestricted

Token Sales

$2,491,642

Special Events

$24,690

$73,769

Total

Program Fees

Field Supplies

$6,324,545

$32,624

$206,450

Special Events

Marketing and Communications

$854,235

$182,124

Contract Service Revenue

Travel, Training, and Meetings

$796,295

$129,776

Total

Contractors and Construction

$4,350,976

$946,270

Rev
Total

“ Throughout the past 25 years,
the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy has raised more
than $130 million for
Pittsburgh’s park system.”
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2021
Revenue by Category

545
,
4
2
3
,
6
$
enue.

At the end of FY2021, the Parks Conservancy signed a 10-year
partnership agreement with the City of Pittsburgh, which will
allow the Conservancy to expand its work into more parks than
ever before. Furthermore, to date, the Conservancy has not
received any public tax dollars generated by the Parks Trust Fund.
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2021
Revenue by Type

$2,366,854

Grants and Donatio
ns

Professional Fees
$1,218,633

Total
$6,237,293
*Investment earnings and additional financial items
may not be reflected in the revenue category field.
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