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Sheileen McLaughlin believes in 
giving back and instilling a sense 
of stewardship to make Pittsburgh’s 
parks a better place for everyone, 
including humans and pets alike.

The “Go Dog Go” team enjoys 
exploring Pittsburgh’s parks 
through the seasons.

www.PittsburghParks.org

Sheileen McLaughlin is the founder 
of “Go Dog Go, LLC,” a dog 
walking and pet sitting service 
located in the City of Pittsburgh. 
She’s also an avid adventurer 
and a dedicated park supporter. 
Sheileen strives to find the mental, 
physical and emotional balance 
for herself and the pets she and her 
team care for, which is why they 
often visit Pittsburgh’s parks. 

“We love to hike on the trails in 
Schenley and Frick Park. There is 
always something new to discover,” 
Sheileen explained. “Parks are 
such an important part of our 
environment. They provide a space 
to get outside, exercise, explore 
nature, and appreciate the world 
around us.” 

Sheileen and her team are 
passionate about parks and visit 

Making an Impact 
One Step at a Time 

Pittsburgh’s many parks with their 
canine clients daily. In December 
2021, the “Go Dog Go” team 
collectively decided to give back 
to the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy 
during the season of giving, 
knowing their gift would positively 
impact their beloved green spaces. 

“My team and I spend time in the 
parks every single day,” Sheileen 
said. “We believe in giving back 
and instilling a sense of stewardship 
to make the park a community 
and a better place for everyone 
who visits.”  

Thanks to Sheileen, the “Go Dog 
Go” team, and to park champions 
like you for helping make 
Pittsburgh’s parks safe, fun, and 
accessible spaces for all to enjoy 
year-round!

Contact Zak Koval at zkoval@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275ENGAGE

Pav Gee and Liana Maneese began 
their forever on August 1, 2020, in an 
intimate ceremony in Mellon Park. 
However, their love story started long 
before that beautiful day.

“Liana, my wife, grew up in 
Wilkinsburg. We met at the 
legendary Shadow Lounge when 
I was in college at Pitt,” Pav 
explained. “Our love is based on 
a mutual understanding that we 
both want to grow, whether that’s 
mentally, spiritually, or culturally. Our 
closest friends and family members 
share these same values, which we 
think is one of the most important 
qualities to have, especially during 
the craziness of 2020.”

Show your parks and that special someone some love this 
Valentine’s Day! Give the gift of perennial plantings and 
beautify your parks year after year. 

Love...in the parks.

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.

Although 2020 was challenging for 
many, Pav and Liana embraced 
Pittsburgh’s outdoor spaces as they 
prepared for their wedding.

“We’ve taken advantage of the 
recalibration and the change of 
pace this pandemic has provided. 
I think in a lot of ways, the parks in 
Pittsburgh help foster that sense of 
reprieve for a lot of folks around the 
city,” Pav said.

Not only was August 1 the day 
that Pav and Liana promised each 
other forever, but it’s also Liana’s 
late mother’s birthday.

“Liana’s late mother, Kathleen 
Maneese, was a very special 
woman. In a lot of ways, she 
represents the values that we carry 
on today, in a time when they’re 

more crucial than ever to practice 
and maintain.” Pav explained. 

“Liana’s late mother also has a tree 
planted in her honor in Frick Park.”

It’s easy to see that Pav and Liana 
have a beautiful, heartwarming, 
and endearing love story, and one 
that grows stronger every day.

“I think it’s important to remind 
folks that every relationship is hard 
work, and just because you have 
a picture-perfect wedding, it’s the 
collective resilience that is the most 
important,” Pav explained. “I think 
that’s why I love the mask (wedding) 
photo we took because it represents 
that there’s always the possibility 
to create something beautiful no 
matter the circumstances.”

Pav and Liana celebrated their life, love, and marriage with friends and 
family at the Mellon Park Walled Garden. 

Parks and green spaces not only 
hold a special place in the hearts 
of Pav and Liana, but is where they 
promised each other forever.

Plant 25 bulbs for $50 

Plant 50 bulbs for $100 

Plant 125 bulbs for $250

See enclosed envelope or call 412.682.7275 for more information. 
Looking for even more gift options? Visit Pittsburghparks.org/giftguide.

BE OUR VALENTINE!
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Flagstaff Hill is not only an iconic Pittsburgh destination that people of 
all ages enjoy year-round, but it’s also the site of the Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy’s most recent capital improvement project. This popular 
landmark, directly opposite Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, 
attracts thousands of visitors annually who enjoy its panoramic views of the 
Oakland neighborhood and city skyline.  

The Flagstaff Hill Woodland Garden project will begin next month, with an 
overall goal to preserve the site’s historic integrity, improve its ecological 
health, and increase its use.  

Enhancing Pittsburgh’s Greenspace: 
The Restoration of Flagstaff Hill 

Park Champions Like You!

As part of a recent FedEx Ground Grant 
award to the Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy, FedEx Ground sent a 
dedicated group of volunteers to assist 
with the McKinley Park Michigan Street 
Hillside Ecological Restoration Project, 
where they worked together to make a 
positive impact on this vibrant community 
park.

“The importance of community and 
connection have never been more 
illuminated than during the past two years 
of the pandemic,” explained Kimberly 
Olivito, FedEx Ground project manager. 
“Through our relationship with Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy, FedEx Ground has had 
the opportunity to make a positive, lasting 
impact in the communities where we live 
and thrive. Our volunteer events over the 
past three years have enabled our team 
members to foster meaningful relationships 
among colleagues and PPC friends while 
beautifying and restoring the hidden city-
forest gem that is McKinley Park!”

Volunteers worked on hillside invasive 
species removal, planted more than 140 
native plants, and laid three truckloads of 
mulch above the green infrastructure 
project that was recently installed in 2020. 
The plants will soon beautify and attract 
wildlife to McKinley Park while preventing 
erosion through the new stormwater 
infrastructure. FedEx Ground is no stranger 
to McKinley Park either. The work 
performed late last year followed previous 
investments in the park's ongoing 
restoration, including a significant 
investment in the park's tree canopy in 
2018. Thank you to FedEx Ground for caring 
for this beloved community park and 
making this volunteer day possible!

Brandon Riley, Parks Conservancy Capital Projects Manager, explains the 
excitement surrounding this nearly $900,000 park improvement project. 

“It’s always exciting to begin a new project that we know will provide a 
positive impact on thousands of park visitors,” Brandon explained. “Flagstaff 
Hill is the definition of a Pittsburgh gem. The views alone are second to none 
and truly make this park site such a special place for Pittsburghers. We are 
excited to begin the work to restore this space to its fullest potential.”  

The first step of the project is 
restoring the historic hand-hewn 
stone entry steps, retaining walls, 
and the overlooking terrace. 
Following the restoration of the 
historic masonry walls and stairs, the 
project will also address pedestrian 
barriers by reconstructing the 
dilapidated main path connecting 
the east and west entrances, where 
the Conservancy will soon create 
new gardens.   

The new entry gardens will frame 
the east and west park entrances 
using a sustainable native plant 
palette. In addition, bioswales 
and green infrastructure, and a 
reduction in impervious paving will 
help handle stormwater runoff and 
mitigate erosion issues that have 
plagued the site.

“Pittsburgh’s ever-changing 
landscape faces many challenges,” 
Brandon explained. “This project will 
not only address cosmetic issues that 
impact the park but will also improve 
the overall ecology through the 
installation of green materials.”  

The project also includes the 
installation of new park benches 
along the connecting pathways, 
so visitors can enjoy a moment 
of relaxation as they enjoy the 
stunning views from Flagstaff Hill. 
Additionally, the restored terrace will 
be repaved with permeable pavers 
to improve its use as a space for 
individuals and small groups.  

The Conservancy is continuing 
to raise funds for the first phase 
of this park improvement project. 
Future phases of the project will 
include a reinterpretation of the 
1930’s era azalea garden that 
used to occupy the hillside. A 
new “woodland garden” will 
be planted using native plant 
species, bringing back the essence 
of the historic landscape with 
ecological sensitivity. In addition, 
the Conservancy will continue 
to implement an ecological 
restoration planting program, 
ensuring the environmental health 
of one of Schenley Park’s oldest tree 
stands for generations to come.

“From college students enjoying a break from their classes to park 
lovers celebrating their engagement to kids enjoying a game of 
frisbee, Flagstaff Hill is where memories are made every day,” Brandon 
explained. “I’m confident this park improvement project will make 
this popular space accessible and 
allow Pittsburghers to create more 
memories than ever before.” 

The Conservancy is proud to partner 
with the City of Pittsburgh’s Public 
Works Department on this newest 
park improvement project! 

Visit pittsburghparks.org or scan 
the QR code to learn more about 
the restoration of Flagstaff Hill 
and to contribute to this park 
improvement project.

The overall goal of restoring this space is to preserve the site’s 
historic integrity, improve its ecological health, and increase its use.

FedEx Ground volunteers shared their 
collective excitement for nature as they spent 
the day caring for McKinley Park last fall.

The project will also address pedestrian barriers by reconstructing 
the dilapidated main path connecting the east and west entrances.

Located directly opposite Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens, the 
Flagstaff Hill Woodland Garden restoration project is set to begin next month. 


