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to get a physical gravestone for him.
It was too much,” Grace explained.
“But our friends got us a memorial tree
placed in Highland Park in his honor. It
provided us with the place we needed
to visit and make space for our
memories and hopes.”

A commemorative tree dedicated to the
Ferguson’s unborn son.

P

arks are where we create a lifetime of
memories. From our fondest moments
to significant milestones to grieving a loss,
parks are there for Pittsburghers.

Highland Park is a place that Grace
and David visit quite often to spend
time with one another, enjoy the
natural beauty of their city park, and
dream about what the future might
hold for their family.

In 2018, Grace and David Ferguson
experienced the loss of their unborn
son five months into their pregnancy.
The grief was unimaginable, but the
Ferguson’s found comfort thanks to a
thoughtful gift provided by their closest
friends and loved ones.

“We visit Highland Park weekly in the
spring, summer, and fall. We run to the
park from our house for exercise and
take long walks with our ‘doggos’ on
the weekends,” Grace explained. “We
love the Super Playground and used to
dream about taking our own kids there.
And of course, we love the flowers in
the main entrance and the look of the
sky over the reservoir at sunset.”

“When we lost our baby five months
along, we couldn’t bring ourselves

Today, Grace and David are proud
parents to a daughter, taking her on

Team Hobo’s Hungry Helpers Return to Frick Park
their weekly visits to Highland Park to
visit their memorial tree that holds so
much meaning to their family.
“During the memorial service, we
placed a small piece of our unborn
baby’s blanket in the soil at the
planting of the tree, and every time we
walk by, we stop, take a picture and
place our hands on the tree,” Grace
said.
Special thanks to park supporters,
Grace and David Ferguson, for sharing
their story with the Parks Conservancy.

The Ferguson’s found comfort in their park
during one of the most challenging times of
their lives.

Protect Pittsburgh’s
Urban Forest.
Yes, I want to support the Park Tree Fund to help restore our
urban canopy, clean our air, and keep Pittsburgh beautiful.
$50

$75

$150

Other $_________

See enclosed envelope or call 412.682.7275 for more
information.

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.
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invasive plant
species from
the forest (using
browsing by
goats and
manual removal),
replace the
invasives with
appropriate
native plants,
and monitor the
effects on both
breeding birds
and migrants.
In August, Team
Hobo completed
its latest mission in
Clayton Hill and
will return once
again to start its
next assignment
A herd of 11 goats and a guard donkey recently removed invasive plants
of removing
from Clayton Hill in Frick Park.
invasive species
from from a new part of the park
n July, the Pittsburgh Parks
this month.
Conservancy welcomed Team
Hobo, the herd of 11 goats (and
a guard donkey) from Allegheny
You may wonder why this work is
Goatscape, as they arrived at
taking place! Recent conservation
Clayton Hill in Frick Park to begin their
research shows that across North
assignment of removing invasive
America, bird populations have
bush honeysuckle from the area. The
declined by 30% since 1970, and we
Parks Conservancy and Allegheny
have lost nearly 3 billion birds. This
Goatscape, along with partners in the includes 2.5 billion migratory birds like
Allegheny Bird Conservation Alliance
warblers, vireos, orioles, and 170 million
(ABCA) – including the Western
eastern forest breeding birds like the
Pennsylvania Conservancy and the
Wood Thrush and Scarlet Tanager.
Carnegie Museum of Natural History
Habitat loss is the number one driver
– are working to restore native forest
of these declines, followed by habitat
habitat to improve ecosystem health. degradation – including forests altered
The basic restoration strategy at
by invasive plants or fragmented by
Clayton Hill is to remove destructive
roads and other development.

This project promises to yield data
that will demonstrate the impact
of improved native habitat on bird
populations in the park and pilot
a scalable model for ecological
restoration.
Special thanks to the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation and The
Pittsburgh Foundation for providing
funding to make this project possible.
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Contact Zak Koval at zkoval@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275

Team Hobo returned to Frick Park in October to
begin its next assignment.

a collection of immersive, inclusive,
city-wide visual celebrations of
the impressive work that the Parks
Conservancy has accomplished over
the 25 years of their service to the Parks
of the City of Pittsburgh.”
The Making Your Parks Shine celebrations
provided the Parks Conservancy with the
opportunity to honor the many donors,
volunteers, and collaborators that have
made this organization
successful for the past
25 years.

Thank You for Making Yours Parks Shine
Plan.The free and open-to-the-public
celebrations consisted of dynamic
lighting installations by Pittsburgh event
and creative services agency, LUXE
Creative.
Not only were attendees dazzled by
the dynamic displays, but they were
also welcomed to attend block parties
at each location, which were brought
to life with live music, local food
vendors, and family-friendly activities!

Pittsburghers from across the city enjoyed the Making Your Parks
Shine celebrations all weekend long!

T

hroughout 2021, the Pittsburgh
Parks Conservancy celebrated
its 25th anniversary! Earlier in the
month, public celebrations were
held at various park locations to
commemorate this milestone. The
evening celebrations known as
“Making Your Parks Shine,” were
presented by PNC and UPMC Health

“In previous years,
we’ve held gala
celebrations to
honor Conservancy
milestones,” said
Catherine Qureshi,
president and chief
executive officer,
Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy.
“Due to the
evolving COVID-19
pandemic, we
thought it would

August Wilson Park came to life with brightly colored lights and an
array of family-friendly activities for all to enjoy on the evening of
October 2.

Activities for adults and children alike were available at all six
Making Your Parks Shine community parties.

And most importantly, thank you to
YOU for celebrating this milestone
anniversary with us! It’s because of your
passion for Pittsburgh’s parks that we’re
able to continue our mission of restoring
Pittsburgh’s park system to excellence.

Neighbors gathered together in McKinley Park to celebrate the power of parks and
enjoy a one-of-a-kind light show!

A

s you stroll through the parks during
this beautiful season, do so while
listening to the stories of fellow park
travelers, the unique histories behind
park spaces, and perspectives from
Pittsburgh’s local leaders and Parks
Conservancy staff. “For the Love of
Parks” is an original podcast series
created by the Conservancy to
commemorate our 25th anniversary.

The Howling Mob took the stage at the Frick Environmental Center community party.

be best to create an event that
welcomes all Pittsburghers to safely join
us in celebrating 25 years of making
Pittsburgh’s beloved green spaces
shine by actually lighting them up.”

The Patricia Rooney Memorial Fountain in Allegheny Commons Park was illuminated with vibrant colors.

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy | September - October 2021

“We were thrilled to partner on this
exciting once-in-a-lifetime creative
project to highlight Pittsburgh’s
beautiful parks with artistic lighting
installations,” said Martin Potoczny,
founder and chief executive officer,
LUXE Creative. “We set out to create

“Our parks are
important keystones of
our communities. They
promote connection
to each other and
nature, wellbeing, and
equity, said Pittsburgh
Mayor William Peduto.
“I want to thank
the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy for their
25 years of partnership
in helping to create
welcoming parks
throughout the city.”

Thank you to our dedicated sponsors
and contributors of Making Your Parks
Shine for helping make this memorable
celebration possible!

The public gatherings were held at
the following locations throughout
the weekend-long commemoration:
Patricia Rooney Fountain (Allegheny
Commons Park), August Wilson Park,
the Frick Environmental Center, the
Mary Schenley Fountain (Schenley
Plaza), McKinley Park, and the Walled
Garden (Mellon Park). Each space and
celebration were designed to reflect
their respective neighborhoods.

Twenty-five years ago, a few dedicated
park lovers got together and began their
journey to improve Pittsburgh’s parks
with passion, but not much else. Learn
the origin story of the Conservancy and
how one woman’s idea led to a unique
public-interest partnership that changed
Pittsburgh in so many positive ways.
Plus, take a deep dive into the history
of Pittsburgh’s parks and
explore these public spaces
as you’ve never heard
them before.
Visit pittsburghparks.
org/podcast or scan
the QR code using your
smartphone to begin
listening!

www.pittsburghparks.org

