
she was promoted to Chief 
Administrative Officer and 
in 2020 to Chief Operating 
Officer. In her leadership 
roles, she has managed the 
financial strategies for the 
Conservancy’s capital projects, 
including the completion of 
Frick Environmental Center, the 
ongoing Allegheny Commons 
restoration, improvements in 
Mellon Square Park downtown, 
and many more.

Before joining the Conservancy, 
Catherine held positions in 
several City of Pittsburgh 
departments, including Parks 
and Recreation, Management 
and Budget, and Finance. 
She also served as Chair of 
the Board of Directors for the 
Pittsburgh Parking Authority. 
From 1999 to 2001, she was 
Director of Professional 
Development for the national 
Government Finance Officers 
Association in Chicago.

In her personal life, Catherine 
resides in Pittsburgh’s Southside 
neighborhood with her loving  
family and is a lifelong member  
of the First Baptist Church of 
Pittsburgh, where she has served in 
leadership roles. 

Please join us in congratulating 
Catherine on her new role, as she 
leads the organization to restoring 
Pittsburgh’s park system  
to excellence.

The Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy is excited to 

announce an important leadership 
appointment. The Board of Directors 
has appointed Catherine Quereshi 
to the post of President and Chief 
Executive Officer, effective June 1, 
2021. Most recently serving as the 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s Chief 
Operating Officer, Catherine is an 
experienced and trusted leader with 
25 years of experience in nonprofit 
management, financial operations, 
and municipal government.

Announcing the appointment, Board 
Chair Mike Lyons said, “Catherine’s 
steady hand at the helm during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
an extraordinary asset for the Parks 
Conservancy. As the organization 
strengthens its close working 
relationship with the City of Pittsburgh, 
her professionalism and experience 
are vitally important.” 

Catherine first joined the 
Conservancy in 2014 as Director of 
Finance and Administration. In 2015, 
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reaches 14 feet in height and 
was created by renowned 
sculptor Edmond R. Amateis. 
The tiered fountain features 
elaborately carved fluted 
columns, sculpted turtle 
heads, fish, cherubs, and 
woodland animals. Long dry, 
it was put in working order 
as part of the 2010 Walled 
Garden Renovation, including 
new water supply lines and 
an underground vault for 
mechanical equipment. 
However, that project did not 
tackle fundamental issues with 
the fountain’s masonry and internal 
deterioration of its original mechanical 
systems which require constant 
maintenance attention.

The recently completed project 
updated and modernized the 
internal and external plumbing and 
mechanical systems, restoring the 
fountain to a fully operational state 

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.

We’re thrilled to announce that 
the Mellon Park Walled Garden 

Fountain project is officially complete! 
The Parks Conservancy recently 
partnered with the City of Pittsburgh to 
restore this important historic asset and 
ensure reliable function. 

A focal point of the Mellon Park 
Walled Garden, the stone fountain 

Water flows through the recently restored Walled Garden 
Fountain in beloved Mellon Park.

The tiered fountain features elaborately 
carved fluted columns, sculpted turtle heads, 
fish, cherubs, and woodland animals.

Projects You Make Possible

with energy and water-efficient 
technologies. The sculptural fountain 
was completely restored, including 
a new structural foundation, new 
fountain lighting, and the cleaning and 
restoration of the stonework.  
 
Thank you to our partners at City 
Planning for working with us on this 
much-needed restoration project!

Become a Park Sustainer!  
By choosing to make a recurring monthly donation to the Pittsburgh  
Parks Conservancy, you’re directly making a lasting impact on the parks 
you know and love! From $10 to $50 per month, every gift made by our 
Park Sustainers makes a positive difference.  

  $10            $25         $50          Other $__________ 
 

See enclosed envelope or visit pittsburghparks.org/parksustainers to  
place a recurring online gift that will go directly to supporting the parks 
that you know and love!

Send a welcome note  
to Catherine!  
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
_________________________ 
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A Celebration of the Northside Community 

On Tuesday, July 20, alongside our 
partners at the City of Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny Commons Initiative (ACI), 
and Northside Leadership Conference 
(NSLC), we celebrated the completion 
of the first phase of the North 
Promenade Rehabilitation Project with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony in historic 
Allegheny Commons Park.

The evening event provided us with the 
opportunity to honor the completion of 

the first phase of the North Promenade 
project in Pittsburgh’s oldest public park. 
Together with members of the beloved 
Northside neighborhood, as well as 
state and local officials, we celebrated 
the completion of this project and the 
vibrancy of this unique community 
through musical acts, strolling 
performers, and delicious treats from 
delicious treats from The Priory Fine 
Pastries.   

Mariana Whitmer, chairperson,
Allegheny Commons Initiative, said 
that the successful completion of the 
project’s first phase represents a key 
step in the bigger plan to improve the 
Commons as a whole.

“The North Promenade revitalization 
has expanded the beauty and serenity 
of the Patricia Regan Rooney Memorial 
Fountain, demonstrating the possibility 
of a completely restored park,” 
Whitmer said. “The Allegheny 
Commons Initiative looks forward to 
seeing all of the Commons refurbished 
in a similar fashion.”

The completion of the first phase 
of this project was a successful 
effort spearheaded by the Parks 
Conservancy, thanks to financial 
assistance provided by partners at the 
state level.  

“I am proud to have worked to secure 
state funds for the Allegheny Commons 
Park project,” Senator Wayne Fontana 
explained. “This historic park is part of 
the fabric of the Northside and, 
through the dedicated work 
of the community and of the Parks 

The community celebration included 
larger-than-life games that were enjoyed by 
people of all ages!

Nearby residents celebrated a beautiful 
evening in Pittsburgh’s oldest public park by 
exploring the recently completed North 
Promenade project and enjoying live 
entertainment from strolling performers. 

Conservancy, will continue to be an 
asset to the people of Pittsburgh for 
generations.”  

Mayor Peduto added that the restored 
North Promenade provides accessibility 
and quality of life improvements to 
members of Pittsburgh’s Northside 
community.

“We are glad to see the completion 
of another project as part of the 

www.pittsburghparks.org

A Celebration of the Northside Community 

Conservancy, will continue to be an
asset to the people of Pittsburgh for
generations.”

Mayor Peduto added that the restored 
North Promenade provides accessibility 
and quality of life improvements to
members of Pittsburgh’s Northside
community.

“We are glad to see the completion
of another project as part of the

Northside community’s vision for 
Allegheny Commons,” Mayor Peduto 
said. “We are grateful to the Allegheny 
Commons Initiative, Northside 
Leadership Conference and Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy for their partnership 
in helping us make over $4 million total 
in investments in the park that reflect 
the community’s needs and improve 
the Allegheny Commons experience.”

The North Promenade Project 
restores the area between the Patricia 
Regan Rooney Memorial Fountain, 
formerly known as the Northeast 
Fountain, and Federal Street to its 
historic 1935 path pattern, 
including the 15-foot-wide 
central walkway along North 
Avenue. New tree plantings 
feature a central allée of 
canopy trees with a variety of 
understory trees flanking the 
lawn. The Promenade has also 
been furnished with benches 
and energy-efficient period 
lighting.

Catherine Qureshi, President 
and CEO, Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy, further 
underscored the community 
impact of the revitalized 
Promenade to the Northside.

“We are very excited to see the impact 
this completed phase of the project 
will have on the diverse and vibrant 
Northside community,” Qureshi said. 
“Community members can now enjoy 
a brighter and more accessible space 
in our City’s oldest public park, which 
has been fundamental to the growth, 
development, health and well-being of 
its neighbors since 1789.”

The NSLC and ACI developed the first 
Master Plan for the park’s restoration in 
2002 — the North Promenade project 
is the latest step in realizing that plan. 

This $1.1 million restoration is largely 
supported by a RACP grant and other 
private donations. 

Without the dedication from supporters 
like you, as well as community 
members, and state and local officials, 
projects like this simply wouldn’t be 
possible. You’re truly making a positive 
difference in Pittsburgh’s parks.  

If you’d like to learn more about our 
ongoing work in Allegheny Commons 
Park, please visit pittsburghparks.org/
north-promenade-project. 

Throughout much of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Mellon 
Square, located in the heart of 
Downtown Pittsburgh, remained 
closed to the public. Now, 
Mellon Square is back and 
better than ever! As part of the 
reopening, Citizens partnered 

with the Parks Conservancy to 
bring free programs and events 
back to Mellon Square for all to 
enjoy as part of the “Summer 
at the Square” activation. New 
for 2021, a section of Mellon 
Square has been transformed 
into an outdoor, al fresco café 

in partnership with local 
restaurants and the Pittsburgh 
Downtown Partnership.  
Monthly happy hour, food 
specials, and live music will  
be offered through October! 
Visit pittsburghparks.org to  
learn more.

Nearby residents celebrated a beautiful 
evening in Pittsburgh’s oldest public park 
by exploring the recently completed North 
Promenade project and enjoying live 
entertainment from strolling performers. 

Highlights from the ribbon cutting celebration included remarks from local leaders, strolling 
carnival performers, and a live band.


