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Your Parks, Your Stories: Celebrating Mom

A

s we celebrate 25 years of the
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy,
we’re celebrating the heart and soul
of your cherished green spaces: park
visitors. It’s your stories and memories
that make Pittsburgh’s parks such
treasured areas. Read below to learn
about one park visitor who is a park
supporter and a proud mom.
From attending the annual hat
luncheon event to enjoying a picnic in
her favorite park, Jimmi Sue Smith loves
spending time in Pittsburgh’s green
spaces with her family!
“My favorite thing to do at the park
is to watch my kids just run and just
be kids,” Jimmi Sue said. “My favorite
memories are a compilation of all
the times I’ve watched my daughter
dance and practice gymnastics freely
in the open space.”
Not only does Jimmi Sue enjoy
spending time in her parks, but she

also believes in the
power of parks,
which is why she
chooses to give
back.
“Being a mom
changes your
worldview and
suddenly you see
everything through
a different lens.
Supporting the parks
gives me comfort
that moms living in
apartments and
in more densely
populated areas
can get outside with
their kids and watch
Jimmi Sue and her daughter at the 2020 Picnic in Your Park celebration!
them run off some
energy because every mom needs
everyone has a right,” Jimmi Sue said.
that break,” Jimmi Sue said.
“This is my way of helping to provide
that for my community. The quality
of our parks is essential to the city’s
“I also believe that having access to a
livability and reputation, in which all of
quality outdoor space is essential to a
us are invested by virtue of living here.
quality life and is something to which

Plant Perennials in Honor of Mom
Show your parks and the motherly figure in your life some love
this Mother’s Day!
Plant 25 bulbs for $50
Plant 50 bulbs for $100
Plant 125 bulbs for $250
See enclosed envelope or call 412.682.7275 for more information.
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.
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Fresh Amenities Transform McKinley Park
Project Highlights
• GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE Rain
gardens redirecting stormwater
from four sewer inlets.

• STAIRS Two historic sandstone
staircases, completely rebuilt with
new stone.

• PAVILION New pavilion at the
intersection of Michigan Ave.
and Haberman Ave. with new
concrete stairs and accessible
ramp.

• TRAILS Accessible, crushed
limestone trail throughout the
northern section of the park, and
improved connectors from
Delmont Ave. and Eldora Pl.
stairs.

• SLIDE New slide built into the
hillside behind the pavilion
New amenities in upper McKinley Park
include restored historical sandstone stairs.

W

e often say that parks are where
Pittsburghers create a lifetime
of memories. McKinley Park is a
neighborhood gathering place for
hilltop communities with a storied
past and home to one of our ongoing
transformation projects.

the area, overlooks made from
reclaimed stone, and benches made
from the trees that needed to be cut
down on site.
We’re honored to work with the City
of Pittsburgh, Department of Public

• SIDEWALKS Repairs to the
sidewalk along Michigan Ave.
Works, and local contractors John
Zottola Landscaping Inc. and Go
Supreme.
Thank you for your ongoing support
and dedication to transforming your
cherished spaces!

In 2016, the National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA) and
American Planning Association
(APA) awarded the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy a $435,000 Great
Urban Parks Campaign grant for this
improvement project. While centered
around green infrastructure, the
project incorporated key community
priorities for upper McKinley Park,
commonly known as “Chicken Hill.”
This park improvement project
includes restored historical sandstone
stairs, a new pavilion and gathering
space with a built-in slide, a
universally accessible trail throughout

ENGAGE

Rain gardens filter rainwater and use it to grow vibrant flowers and lush grass in McKinely Park.

Contact James Snow at jsnow@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275 x220

organizations, and city and state
agencies. All are working together
to plan future park improvement
projects.
Green infrastructure is at the forefront
of the task force projects and is vital
to Pittsburghers’ well-being.

the park system and Pittsburgh’s water
system simultaneously.”
The task forces are within the
watersheds outlined by the Pittsburgh
Water and Sewer Authority (PWSA) in
the “Green First Plan.” The watershed
task forces formed in Four Mile Run,
located in Pittsburgh’s Greenfield
neighborhood, Heth’s Run, nestled
between Highland Park and Stanton
Heights, SoHo Run, located in the
Hill District and Uptown, S. 21st street,
located in the Southside, and Woods
Run, found in the Northside of the city.
Watershed Task Force members exploring the Negley Run Watershed (Note: This photo was taken
prior to COVID-19).

I

n 2020, the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy organized and
supported five local “watershed task
forces” to evaluate the ways green
infrastructure improvements in local
green spaces can improve the quality
of life for all Pittsburghers.
“Pittsburgh’s abundant
greenspace and water
resources are plagued by
outdated infrastructure
and fragmented, siloed
management of built and
natural systems. Water system
updates necessitated by
federal consent decrees will
cost ratepayers more than
$1 billion. The City and Parks
Conservancy estimate at
least a $400 million capital
backlog in our parks,” Gavin
White, Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy Community
Projects Manager, explains.
“Instead of dealing with these

extraordinary expenses separately, the
Parks Conservancy and watershed
task forces are working to ensure we
spend our limited dollars wisely. We can
accomplish this by investing in green
infrastructure in the parks, improving

Four Mile Run
Heth’s Run

The Negley Run Watershed Task Force
was developed in 2017 and served as
a model for future task forces.
Within these task forces, there
are representatives from the City
of Pittsburgh, PWSA, ALCOSAN,
additional non-profits, community

S. 21st Street

“If you live in a priority watershed,
consider joining a watershed task
“In addition to these planning efforts,
expect to see more large-scale green force by emailing me at gwhite@
pittsburghparks.org. If not, you can
infrastructure throughout Pittsburgh
still get involved. There are important
in the coming years. Four Mile Run,
City-wide processes taking shape
a restored stream in Schenley Park,
that will need your input,” Gavin said.
will be under construction in the
“For instance, PWSA and the City
not-too-distant future,” Gavin said.
are undergoing efforts to revise the
“Other projects, like Negley Run and
municipal stormwater code, develop
Heth’s Run, are still being planned
a stormwater utility, and create a
and could use your input. In addition
master plan for future stormwater
to these large
management
projects, expect
efforts. Every
to see smaller
Pittsburgher
What is a watershed?
installations
can and should
throughout
weigh in on
A watershed is an area of land
the city – rain
these changes
that drains all the streams and
gardens,
to make sure
rainfall to a common outlet such
improved tree
community and
as the outflow of a reservoir,
environmental
pits along streets,
mouth of a bay, or any point
benefit are a
park restoration
along a stream channel.
key part of every
efforts, and
consideration.”
more!”

Additionally, having a ‘green first’
mentality attributes to many benefits,
such as health improvements,
economic well-being, and social
advantages. For example, research
has found that trees help people
feel less depressed and anxious.
Additionally, being in a green space
is proven to help people recover
from mental fatigue more quickly.
Immersing oneself in green space is
critical as we continue navigating the
COVID-19 pandemic and adjusting to
our new normal.
Exciting projects, such as a new

Hill District

Advocating for green infrastructure
can make a significant difference
in improving the quality of life for
Pittsburghers. And there are many
ways for you to get involved!
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Working Together to Create a Brighter
Pittsburgh through Green Infrastructure

“Because of the limitations of our
aging infrastructure, every time it
rains, sewage overflows into our rivers.
At the same time, our forests and
other habitats face imperils by poor
management, the encroachment
of invasive species, and intensified
development,” Gavin explained.
“Also, climate change is leading
to intensified and more frequent
storms that cause landslides, flood
our homes, and at times endanger
our very lives. A holistic, watershedscale approach to stormwater
management, including green
infrastructure and habitat restoration,
can address our overflow problems
while also improving upstream
ecologies and bringing benefits to
communities, like new spaces for
recreation, safer streets, and cleaner
air.”

strategy for creating a greener
corridor in the former Woods Run
stream valley and a newly envisioned
park in Negley Run, are being
planned or built across the city by the
task forces.

Gavin White leading a watershed walk in the Hill District.

Celebrating Earth Day!

Woods Run

More Pittsburghers have relied on their parks and green spaces
throughout the past year than ever before. As we celebrate
Earth Day, let’s leave the planet better than we found it.

Negley Run

Visit pittsburghparks.org/earth-day to learn more about this
year’s activities and how you can celebrate Earth Day every
day during April.
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