
Shortly after Jamie 
proposed at ‘their 
spot,’ Jenny knew 
she wanted to 
surprise Jamie with 
a gift that he would 
always remember.  

“Every time we 
would go for walks, 
we usually stopped 
and sat on what  
we called ‘our 
bench’ since that 
was where we’d 

gotten engaged. I thought it would 
be fun to surprise him with actually 
having ‘our bench’ dedicated  
to us while also supporting the park, 
neighborhood, and community  
that means so much to us,”  
Jenny said.  

Parks are here for all of us for some of 
the greatest milestones in our lives.  

Parks are where we create a lifetime 
of memories. Parks are where you fly a kite, 

write your first novel, meet up 
with old friends, gaze at stars, make 
your social media followers jealous, 
dance, have a good cry, catch up 
with neighbors, and generally, live 
your best life. Parks are also where 
you fall in love. And that’s exactly 
where Jenny Sabol DeHart and Jamie 
DeHart promised each other forever.  

On August 1, 2019, Jamie got down 
on one knee and asked Jenny to 
spend forever with him at ‘their spot’ 
in Highland Park - a place that they 
cherish and have spent time with 

one another since the start of their 
relationship.  

“Jamie and I live in Highland Park and 
usually walk to the Entry Garden or 
around the reservoir area every day. 
We also enjoy hiking along the trails 
on the weekends,” Jenny explained. 
“We originally met in 2012 working for 
the same company and were friends 
for several years, but we didn’t start 
dating until 2018 whenever our paths 
crossed again through work.” 

Contact Julie Segner at jsegner@pittsburghparks.org or 412.682.7275 x240
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Jenny and Jamie shortly after getting engaged 
in Highland Park. 
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Jamie and Jenny’s bench dedication at ‘their spot’ in Highland Park. 

The Highland Park Entry Garden on a beautiful sunny day.  

Do you have a park memory to share? Email your special story to Alana Wenk 
(awenk@pittsburghparks.org) to be featured in an upcoming newsletter. 
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Historic North Promenade Project  
Nears Completion    

Before: Allegheny Commons is Pittsburgh’s most historic park. The 
North Promenade was in need of a complete rehabilitation of  
many park amenities to better serve the Northside community. 

Before: Significant deterioration to pathways, tree canopy and 
park amenities.

We’re thrilled to 
announce that the 

first phase of the historic 
Allegheny Commons North 
Promenade rehabilitation 
project is nearing 
completion. The North 
Promenade project aims 
to restore the Promenade 
to its historic 1935 path 
pattern, including the 
15-foot-wide central 
Promenade along North 
Avenue while removing 
unnecessary paths and 
excess pavement. 

“Allegheny Commons 
is a pillar of Pittsburgh’s 
park system, and the 
North Promenade is its 
central thoroughfare,” 
says Brandon Riley, 
capital projects 
manager, Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy. 

“The completion of the first phase of 
construction is a major milestone for the 
Northside community and park visitors.” 

The first phase of construction 
encompassed the area between 
the Northeast Fountain and Federal 
Street. New tree plantings feature a 
central allée of canopy trees with a 
variety of understory trees flanking 
the lawn. Energy-efficient lighting has 
been added. Historically appropriate 
benches have also been installed 
along the Promenade between the 
restored Northeast Fountain and 
Federal Street. 

The second phase of construction will 
cover the area between Federal Street 
and the George Washington Memorial 
between North Avenue and Arch 
Street. 

Local officials say the restored 
North Promenade provides beauty, 
accessibility, and quality of life 

improvements on Pittsburgh’s  
Northside. 

“Allegheny Commons is a longtime 
gathering site for all of Pittsburgh, and 
this new Promenade will make the park 
even more beautiful and accessible 
for all,” said Mayor of Pittsburgh, 
William Peduto. “I want to thank Parks 
Conservancy and our many Northside 
partners for their continued work on  
this effort.”  

“The North Promenade has the 
distinction of being the city’s oldest 
park, and I’m extremely pleased that 
these improvements will provide more 
opportunities for our residents and 
visitors to enjoy it,” said District 19 state 
rep. Jake Wheatley, D-Allegheny. 
“Having such a beautiful outdoor area 
helps us stay connected to nature and 
improves our overall quality of life.” 

First laid out as part of Allegheny City 
in 1789, Allegheny Commons is the 
central green of the Northside and 
has been fundamental to the growth, 
development, health, and well-
being of its community. The Northside 
Leadership Conference (NSLC), and 
the Allegheny Commons Initiative 
(ACI) developed the first Master Plan 
for the park’s restoration in 2002 — the 
North Promenade project is the latest 
step in realizing that plan. The Parks 
Conservancy has partnered with ACI, 
NSLC and the city of Pittsburgh in 
recent years to implement projects. 

In November 2020, volunteers from Duquesne 
Light helped plant 56 new trees in the park. 

Special thanks to the following supporters who made this park 
improvement project possible:  

•  Allegheny Commons Initiative

• The Buhl Foundation

 •  The City of Pittsburgh

•  Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania: Tom 
Wolf, Governor
 Department of Community 
and Economic Development, 
Commonwealth Financing 
Authority

•  Duquesne Light

•  Mexican War Streets Society

•  Northside Leadership 
Conference

•  Urban Redevelopment 
Authority
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Historic North Promenade Project  
Nears Completion    

The new mid-block crossing is planted with low ground cover to help absorb stormwater and 
provide safe passage to those entering the park.

improvements on Pittsburgh’s  
Northside. 

“Allegheny Commons is a longtime 
gathering site for all of Pittsburgh, and 
this new Promenade will make the park 
even more beautiful and accessible 
for all,” said Mayor of Pittsburgh, 
William Peduto. “I want to thank Parks 
Conservancy and our many Northside 
partners for their continued work on  
this effort.”  

“The North Promenade has the 
distinction of being the city’s oldest 
park, and I’m extremely pleased that 
these improvements will provide more 
opportunities for our residents and 
visitors to enjoy it,” said District 19 state 
rep. Jake Wheatley, D-Allegheny. 
“Having such a beautiful outdoor area 
helps us stay connected to nature and 
improves our overall quality of life.” 

First laid out as part of Allegheny City 
in 1789, Allegheny Commons is the 
central green of the Northside and 
has been fundamental to the growth, 
development, health, and well-
being of its community. The Northside 
Leadership Conference (NSLC), and 
the Allegheny Commons Initiative 
(ACI) developed the first Master Plan 
for the park’s restoration in 2002 — the 
North Promenade project is the latest 
step in realizing that plan. The Parks 
Conservancy has partnered with ACI, 
NSLC and the city of Pittsburgh in 
recent years to implement projects. 

“The Allegheny Commons Initiative 
is thrilled to see the renovation of the 
North Promenade realized as part of 
the overall plan to restore the park to 
its original elegance,” said Mariana 
Whitmer, chairperson, Allegheny 
Commons Initiative. “We applaud 
the careful and consistent work the 
Conservancy is doing to improve the 
Commons so that it will continue to 
provide outdoor enjoyment for our 
community in the years to come.” 

The North Promenade renovation 
and Allegheny Commons Master 
Plan  
have required the ultimate team 
effort from local organizations and 
the city  
of Pittsburgh. 

“We thank the Allegheny Commons 
Initiative, Northside Leadership 
Conference, and the city for their hard 
work and collaboration in continuing 
to realize the Allegheny Commons 
Master Plan,” said Catherine Qureshi, 

chief operating officer, Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy. “The first construction 
phase of the North Promenade project 
was completed under challenging 
circumstances. We look forward to the 
future completion of the entire North 
Promenade.” 

In October 2020, multiple projects 
within the Allegheny Commons 
Master Plan were recognized by 
Pennsylvania planning and preservation 
organizations. The Pittsburgh Parks 
Conservancy was awarded a $50,000 
grant from the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission (PHMC) 
to restore and relocate the Hartzell 
Memorial Monument — also known as 
‘Man, Beast, and Bird’ — on Federal 
Street. The Northeast Fountain, which 
was restored in 2019, was designated 
as a 2020 Great Place in Pennsylvania 
by the Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
American Planning Association (APA-
PA). The fountain was also recognized 
by Preservation Pennsylvania with 
a Preservation Planning Award on 
October 14. 

 

In November 2020, volunteers from Duquesne 
Light helped plant 56 new trees in the park. 

Rendering

Final Result
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to clean up the areas I enjoy and use. 
Plus, seeing garbage on the ground 
drives me nuts!

Why do you support your parks?  

I’m committed to leaving a place 
better than I found it. I also couldn’t 
believe how appreciative other park 
users were of my daughter and me 
cleaning up our park. So many people 
stopped by to thank us for our efforts.

Park Champions are important on-
the-ground advocates for Pittsburgh’s 
wonderful park places. They are critical 
allies that support their parks and raise 
awareness in their communities so that 
all Pittsburghers have access to vibrant, 
safe, and quality parks.

If you’re interested in making a 
positive impact on your parks, just as 
Sukanya has, consider becoming a 
Park Champion. Learn more by visiting 
Pittsburghparks.org.   

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy does not solicit contributions from persons or entities in states other than Pennsylvania, New York, or Florida.

Our Park Champions are passionate 
about making a positive 

difference in your parks! They’re our 
community connectors and have the 
power to inspire others to not only care 
about parks but to connect them with 
those who can affect change.

Learn more about Sukanya Srinivasan 
and Anisha Willis, the dynamic mother-
daughter Park Champion duo who are 
making a big impact in Frick Park.

Tell us a bit about yourself! What’s your 
favorite park activity?  

My name is Sukanya Srinivasan. I 
currently live in Squirrel Hill, near Frick 
Park. I love spending time in my park. 
It’s where I jog, hike the trails, and pick-
up litter with my daughter, Anisha.

Why did you choose to become a Park 
Champion?  

I made the decision to become a Park 
Champion because it’s a great way 

Anisha Willis volunteering during a recent Park 
Champion solo clean-up effort in Frick Park.

Park Champions Like You

Be Our Valentine!  
Show your parks and that special someone some love this Valentine’s Day! 

Make a donation to plant a restoration tree and help restore our urban forest.

$75 Restoration Tree Planting 

See enclosed envelope or call 412.682.7275 for more information. Looking  
for even more gift options? Visit Pittsburghparks.org/giftguide.


